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? WHY THE T E A T H E 3  ? 

Dr. Char les  F.Drooks, 
Secre ta ry ,  American Meteorological  Society 

m: 

NORTH POLE GFTS MORE HEAT TODAY THAN EQUATOR 

Today is t h e b n g e s t  day i n  t h e  year, and t h e  sun climbs h ighes t  i n  tho  sky 

A t  t h e  North Pole t h e  sun is r i d i n g  around t h e  sky f r o m  nidni&ht  t o  t h i s  noon, 

midn i&t  at 23-1/2 degrees  above t h e  horizon,  and is providing as much h e a t  every 

hour the re  as it  d o e s  at t h e  noon hour on December 2 2  i n  t he  l a t i t u d e  O f  Por t land,  

Syracuse,  hT,Y., Grand Haven, and Milwaukee. 

throughout t h e  United S t a t e s  except for a narrow strip from nor thern  EtinEeSota t o  

Vancouver I s l and  than i t  i s  on the equator ,  and it stays above t h e  horizon hours  

loEe;el.. The sun may s h i n s  today f o r  1 5  hours  and 37 minutes at Minneapolis, f o r  

The sun i s  hiGher i n  t h e  S h r  today 

15 hours and 13 minutes at Chicago, f o r  1 4  hours and 31 minutes at Chattanooga, 

and f o r  14 hours and 5 n inu tos  a t  New Orleans.  On t h e  equator  it can shine but 

12 hours  and 7 minutos today. 

Even where t h e  noonday sun is no  h igher  t o d a y  d o n g  the  nor thern  border o f  

t h e  United S t a t e s  than i t  is at t h e  equator ,  i t s  r a y s  are more in t ense ,  for our 

absorbing screen of water  vapor is t h i m e r  than t h a t  of t h e  q q u a t o r i d  reE,iOn5* 

1s it s u r p r i s i n g  then that our  h e a t  sometimas su rpasses  t h a t  o f  t h e  t r o p i c s  and 

t h a t  sunstroke invades our l a t i t u d e s ?  

(Tomorrow: How To Test f o r  Thundarstoms . ) 

All rights reserved  by Science  Serv ice  


