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? V.%Y THE WEATHER ? 

D r .  Char les  F. BrQoks, 

discusses:  
Secre ta ry  , American Meteorological  Society 

HJW HOT IS IT? 

In extreme h o t  weather we f ind  some so lace  in  comparing t h e  feats of  Our r e -  

spec t ive  thermometers. 

l oca t ion ,  o r  i f  by chance we have observed t h e  h i g h e s t  temperature i n  town we 

our se lves  d i s t ingu i shed  as record  breakers .  

E i t h e r  we take p r i d e  in t h e  super ior  coolness of  Our Own 

mY do thermometers show such d i f f e r e n t  temperatures? I t  is a quest ion b6th 

Of eXPo9ure and o f  t h e  i n s t r u u e n t  used. If YOU hang t w o  ordinary  thermometers s ide”  

side probably t h e i r  readings  w i l l  n o t  be t h e  erne. Cheap thermometers are o f t e n  

inaccurate; t h e  tube  conta in ing  t h e  mercury nay be of  varying diameter Or it may be 

insecurelY fa s t ened  t o  a backboard which bea r s  t he  sca l e .  

the thermoneter is j a r r ed ,  t h e  tube  may s l i d e  up o r  down, d i sp lac ing  tho  reading  

seve ra l  degrees.  

I n  t h e  l a t t e r  Ca6ea if 

A good thennometer always h a s  the s c a l e  e tched On t h e  Glass- 

Sometimes, when t h e  column of mercury i n  a thermometer cont rac ts ,  it separa tes ,  

l eav ing  R mall por t ion  i n  t h e  upper part of  the tubs, t h u s  making t he  thfmnorneter 

read t o o  low. Thernoneters conta in ing  colored a l coho l  will give  t o 0  l o w  8 reading  

if p a r t  of t h e  alcohol calm evapora tes  i n t o  t h e  upper part of t h e  tube* 

th i s  r e w o n ,  a lcoho l  thermometers are not very s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  observing h igh  

tenpera turea .  
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(Tomorrow: Distance o f  Lightning.)  
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