
A, Science,  Service Fea tu re  

? WHY THE VEATHER ? 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
Secre ta ry  , Ainerican Meteorological  Socfotg 

t u :  

DISTANCE OF LIGHTNING 

The d i s t a n c e  o f  l i g h t n i n g  iron t h o  observer may be quickly calculated bY the 

l apse  O f  t h e  between t h e  f l a s h  and t h e  hearing of i t s  acco.qanyfng Clap O f  ~JUJC- 

der- L i g h t  travels so r a p i d l y  t h a t  t h e  flash registrtrs on t h e  eye alnost instan- 

taneously. Sound travels only aboLit 1100 f e e t  a second, or approxhately a mile  in 

Thorefare, c o w t i n g  t h e  seoonds e l a p s i n g  bstweon t h e  flaeh a d  the Beconds. 

nates keckoning of  d i s t a n c e  easy. A second i s  easily counted by Wring 

'Om@ such words as I'One ChimpmZee" moderately fast; a few experiments w i t h  a 

watch W i l l  give ciccurata rhythm. This method is usod by nany photograPhers ifi de- 

t e m i n i n g  exposures. 

Thunder my be heard a distance of 10 n i l e a ,  rarely nore than t h a t  8XCePtiW 

Ten miles m a n s  a laps8  of  50 seconds f r o a  t h Q  Wder most favorable condi t ions .  

i n s t a n t  of t h e  lightning f lash .  

(Tanorrow: Safety i n  a Thunderstom.) 
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