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July g 7 WHY THE WEATHER ?

Dr. Cherles F. Brooks,
Secretary, Americau Mesteorolugical Society,
discusses: PUBLICATION of
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LY PROHIBITED

WUEN SCALPS ART WET

The American Indians had a gruesome proverb: "When the locks turn damp in the
Scalp house, surely it will rain.t It was a well-founded proverb, for the humid
fondition causing damp locks, also favored rain. It is an interesting fact that
the most, serviceable instrument used in meteorological science for the measuring of
humiditY, the hygrometer, makes use of the human hair as the fundamental factor in
ity mechanism, so susceptible is it to the presence or absence of moisture.

Before being used in a hygrometer children's hair is treated so as to rid it
°f itg natural oil. Then a bundle is made up and fastened at one or both ends, and
he1g Noderately tight by a weight or spring to which is attached an indicator. When
’the air becomes moist the hair elongates; when the air becomes dry the hair shor-
bens, The changes in length correspond almost exactly to the percentage changes in
Telative hunidity without respect to the temperature. So, too, does moist air

™18t tightor the natural curl, while artificially curled hair straightens out.
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(Tomorrow: Finding Thunderstorm's Course)
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