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The American Indians  had a gruesome p r o v e r b :  When the locks t u rn  damp in the 

house, s u r e l y  i t  w i l l  r a i n , "  I t  was a well-€ounded proverb ,  f o r  t h e  humid 

I t  is an i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  t h a t  causing damp l o c k s ,  also favored rain. 

the s e rv i ceab le  instrument used i n  meteorological sc ience  f o r  t he  n e a s u r i n g  o f  

t h e  hygrometer, makes use of  t he  hwan h a i r  as the  fundamental f a c t o r  in 

mechanism, so s u s c e p t i b l e  i s  i t  t o  t h e  presence o r  absence of  moisturea 

being used in a hygrometer c h i l d r e n ' s  hair is t r e a t e d  so as t o  r i d  i t  

O f  its n a t u r a l  o i l .  
h 

the air becomes mots; t h e  h a i r  elongates; when t h e  A i r  becomes d r y  the h a i r  shor- 

Then a bundle is made up and fastoned at  one Or both ends, and 

moderately t i g h t  by a weight o r  s p r i c g  t o  which i s  a t t ached  an ini f icatora  men 

The changes i n  length  correspond almost exactly t o  t h e  percentage changes in 

humidity without  respect t o  t h e  t e u p e r a t u r e .  SO,  too, does aoist 
t *  

t i g h t e r  t h e  natural cu r l ,  while ar t i f ic ia l ly  curled hair straightens Out' 

(Tomorrow: Ficning  Thunder st om' s Course) 

All r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service 

Science Serv ice ,  
1115 Conn. Are., 
Pash ingt  on, D. C 


