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7 T%NP THE OIYEATHER ? 

D r ,  Charles F. Brooks, 
Secretary, American P’leteorologfcal Society, 

t e l l s  of: 

TIEilING THDERSTORM’S ARPf?AL 

When a thunderstorm is seen i n  t h e  diatance d i r e c t l y  approaching,  then the  

when the obeerver  w i l l  feel t h e  f irst  g u s t  of cool wind and the  f i r s t  big 

He must accept two averages, Washes  of r a i n  nay be approxinated quite closely. 

the one t h e  height  of  t h e  thunderc loud  base as one mile, t h e  o t h e r  the speed Of 

as 2 5  miles an hour .  These are close enough f o r  ord inary  purposes* 

H o l d  a r u l e  o r  p e n c i l  in t h e  right hand, supported v e r t i c a l l y  between the 

t h U m ~  n a i l  a n d  t h e  bend of t h e  foref inger .  Holding t h e  p e n c i l  at full R ~ D I ~ S  IenfXtll. 

head e r e c t ,  ga t  someone t o  measure w i t h  a y a r d s t i c k  t h e  disthnce fron t h e  

‘ye t o  t h e  p e n c i l ,  which, wi th  most adults, i s  between 20 and 24 incheGe 

When the  thunders torm comes i n t o  view hold out t he  penci l ,  and shift it up and 

concealed, as it usually is in r o l l i n g  o r  h i l l y  country, may be t a k e n  as the  1 e V d .  

o f  t h e  eye, 
3 

Accept ing t h e  he ight  o f  t h e  base of t h e  thundercloud a6 one mile, i t s  d i s t ance  

in miles is t h e  ratio of the height -of -penci l  distance t o  t h e  eye-to-pencil  d i S -  

t ance*  If ,  f o r  example, t he  height-of-pencil d i s t ance  i s  3 inches an‘! the  eYe-tO- 

distance 24 inches, the  ratio 5 s  3 t o  24 or I to 8, ~nci  the distance O f  t h e  

approaching stom is 8 miles ,  If the height -of -penci l  d i s t a n c e  is 2 inches3 the 

i S  1 t o  12, t he  distance o f  t h e  s torm being 1 2  miles. 
Accept ing the  average speed of  t h e  a p p r o m h i n g  storm as 2 5  miles an hour, if 

an hour ,  But i n  aY 
it ss 8 nile6 away i t  is duet to arrive in 20 minutes;  i f  12 nile8 away, in about 

Case, the  simple method w i l l  t e l l  whether the storm is close at hand Of A long Way 
Of course, these resul ts  are only  roughly approximate. 

O f f ,  
II#.-”L--*- 

(Tomorrow : Timing Di sfant Thunderstorms I ) 
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