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? W Y  THE FEATHER ? 

D r .  Char les  F. Brooks, 
Secre ta ry ,  American Met oorologi  c a l  Societ  y , 

d i scusses :  
-c__ 

RAIMBOV?, COME OF C Q E Q  

The usus conception of a rainbow is t h a t  i t  e x i s t s  as i f  pa in ted  on a flat 

surface. Such i s  n o t  t h e  case, however, though i t  may appear t h a t  Way t o  t h e  

at t h e  rainbow t h e  gaze is centered on the open end of  a cone, t he  walls 

O f  which cxctend as far back as t h e  farthest  ra indrop  which i s  a c t i n g  t o  separate 

the whit0 l i gh t  of the sun into its pr ismat ic  c o l o r s  and t u r n  them back in the  

d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  observer ,  

duced by t ak ing  seven cones o f  g l a s s ,  - v i o l e t ,  indigo,  blue,  green, YellO*, 

orwP and red, - felescoping'them, Looking at the open end the nested cone 

be a8 t he  cone of the rainbow. 

Phys ica l ly ,  t h e  phenomenon c o u l d  be roughly repro- 

a d  

The i n t e n s i t y  of  the colors depends upon t h e  s i z e  of  t he  ra indrops,  t h e  larger 

the drop8 the more b r i l l i a n t  t h e  color ing.  

the dewdrop, and i n  spray f r o n  foun ta ins  o r  waterfalls.  

The same phenomenon is withessed in 
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