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A, Science Serv ice  Feature  

? WHY THE IREATHEFt ? 

Dr. Charles F. Brooks, 
Secre ta ry ,  Amori can  l l e teoro logica l  Society,  

t e l l  s s :  

E.qSTFRF HOT SPELLS FROM NORTHVEST BINDS 

The extreme hot  s p e l l s ,  which, i n t e r s p e r s e d  i n  genera l ly  cool weather, charm-  

tcr ized t h o  first h a l f  of  t h i s  s w c r  i n  t h e  no r theas t e rn  q u a r t e r  of t h e  United 

States and ad jo in ing  Ontario and Quebec, were remarkable i n  t ha t  the). werq caused 

by hot winds from t he  northwest i n s t e a d  f r o n  t h e  southwest, as is usual.  Because 

O f  

the ordinary hot  spel ls  of o the r  s m e r s .  

wind d i r e c t i o n  tho  weather w a s  hot  and a l s o  dry, and s o  l e s s  nWgY than 

The air flowed from one to t w n  thousand m i l e s  over dry ground heated from earl>'  

t o  late evening by t h e  SUF. b laz ing  through a near ly  c loudless  S k y .  Such 

large volumes o f  h o t  air  were sonct ines  involved, s t a r t i n g  fron t h e  Great P l a b S ,  

that even t h e  Great Lakes, cold as they were, seemed t o  have l i t t l e  p1ore than l o c a l  

influence on the  temperature.  

'One of the water  vapor and so d r i e d  r a the r  than mni s toned  t h o  passing air .  

The c h i l l i n g  which d id  occur may have condensed 

The usual southwest wind nf h o t  weather cannot p r e v a i l  f o r  l n n g  vfithnuf in- 

8 0  much noistwo t h a t  c louds soon screen t h e  eakth, and l o c a l  thundor- 

cool  i t s  su r face .  The air does not  get  s n  hot ,  bu t  humidity nakes t he  heat 

oPPressiva.  Pe s w e l t e r  r a t h o r  than bake.  

(Tomorrow : The Ragged Fracto-Culnulus) 
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