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THE RAGGED FRACTO-CUMULUS 

Occasionally o f  a s u m e r  a f te rnoon we see the b e a u t i f u l  cumulus clouds begin 

to d i s i n t e g r a t e  as they  sail a long  the b lue  sky. 

begin t o  w i s p  out ,  t o r n  by t h e  wind, 

Thei r  clean-cut rounded upper 

Thei r  bases are no longer t h e  sharp- 

drawn hor i zon ta l  lines. 

ologistS Call fracto-cumulus, a name d e s c r i p t i v e  enough i n  i t s e l f  t o  reciuire no 

axplanat  ion.  

They cease t o  be the cumulus, and become what the neteor-  

A chief  reason f o r  t he  breaking up of  the  c m u l u s  cloud i s  the d i s s i p a t i o n  o f  

the warn air masses whose o r i g i n c l  up th rus t  formed t h e  cloud. 

ra i se  t h e  t enpe ra tu re  more quickly upon Some areas of  ground t h a n  upon others ;  a 

woodland h e a t s  more slowly t h a n  an oper. pas ture ,  f o r  instance. As air over more 

heated areas i s  warmed it expands and overflows, causing neighboring C O O 1  air  to 

Press  i n  under it t o  start an upward no t i an .  

air as t o  cause condensation i n  t h e  f o r n  of t h e  cumulus cloud-  

The sun's raY.s 

A s u f f i c i e n t  ascent w i l l  $0 Cool tho 

The growth 

cont inues t ill  t h e  cool ing  s top8  wi th  cessa t ion  of upward notion= 

cloud falls back, is warned by conpression and i s  th in red  and d i s s ipa t ed .  

'l'ha'! the 

(Tomorrow: Typical  Thunderstorm) 
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