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? WHY THE FEATHER I' 
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Te l l s  of: 

TYPICAL THUITDERSTORH 

One of  t he  b e s t  r e l a t e d  and most i n s t r u c t i v e  desc r ip t ions  of a h e a t  thunder- 

storm ever  w r i t t e n  i s  t h e  following by Willis I, Milham: 

"In t he  e a r l y  hours  of t h e  afternoon, m i d  t h e  horizon haze and c i r r o - s t r a t u s  

Soon d i s t a n t  in t h e  west,  the"big cuuulus clouds, t h e  thunderheads appaar.  

thunder i s  heard, t h e  l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h e s  a r e  v i s i b l e ,  and the- ,dark r a i n  cloud beneat: 

h t o  V i e w .  As t h e  thundershower approP.ches, t h e  wind d i e s  down o r  becoms 51' 

gen t l e  breeze blowing d i r e c t l y  toward  t h e  storm, 

l i t t l e  a8 t h e  sun i s  obscured by t h e  clouds, bu t  t h e  su l t ryness  and oppressiveness  

remain as before .  The thundershower comes nearer ,  and the  b i g  cumulus clouds with 

*harp o u t l i n e s  rise l i k e  d o ~ e s  and t u r r e t s  one above the  o ther .  

e5t  S-tS a r e  capped wi th  a f leecy- l ike  v e i l  which extends Out beyond then*  

6eOn from t h e  s ide ,  t h e  fmiliar a n v i l  fora of  t h e  cloud mass i s  not iced-  

neath t h e  thunderheads is t h e  narrow, tu rbu len t ,  blpe-drab squall cloud* 

The temperature perhaps drops il. 

Perhaps t h e  l o f t i -  

If 

Just be- 

The Patch' 

by t h e  cu r t a in  o f  r a i n .  

"The thunderheads and squall clouds w e  now j u s t  passing overhead. The l i g h t -  

n ing  flashes, t h e  thunder  rolls, big p a t t e r i n g  ra indrops  begin t o  f a l l  01: Perhaps) 
instead of  these, damage-canning h a i l s t o n e s .  The g e n t l e  breeze has  changed t o  t he  

ture  is dropping as i f  by magic. Soon t h e  rain descends i n  t o r r e n t s ,  s h u t t i n g  Out 
QverYthiRg from view. Af t e r  a tine t h e  wind d i e s  down but  cont inues from t h e  west 
Or northwflst; t h e  r a i n  decreases  i n  i n t e n s i t y ;  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h e s  f o l l o w  each 
o the r  at longer  i n t e r v a l s .  An hour  o r  two has  passed; i t  i s  growing l i g h t e r  in 
w Q s t ;  t he  wind h a s  died down; t h 8  r a i n  has almost stopped. Soon t h e  rain Ceases 

e n t i r e l y ,  the  clouds break through and becone fracto-cunulus  o r  c i r r i f o m ;  the tom- 
Poraturo r i s e s  sonewhat; but  it is st i l l  cool and p l easan t ;  t h e  wind ha5 becone 
l i g h t  and has s h i f t e d  back t o  t h e  southwest o r  south.  rlow t h e  domes and t u r r e t s  O f  

the r e t r e a t i n g  shower are v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  east; perhaps a rainbow spa?s t he  sky; the 
roll of  the  thunder becomes more, d i s t a n t ;  the  storm h a s  passed, and a l l  r d A W 3  is 

out rush ing  squall wind, blowing d i r e c t l y  from t h e  storm, and t h e  tempera- 

r e  fro shed ,I' ----I----- 

(Tomorrow: Four Kinds of Lightning)  
A l l  rights reserved by Science Service 


