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August 1 ? WHY THE VEATHER 7

Dr. Charles F. Brooks,
Secretary, American Meteorological Society,

Tells of: ‘
IYPICAL THUFDERSTORM

One of the best related and most instructive descriptions of a heat thunder-
storm ever written is the following by Willis I. Milham:

"In the early hours of the afternoon, amid the horizon haze and cirro-stratus
clouds in the west, theﬁbig cumulus clouds, the thunderheads appear. Soon distan}
thunder is heard, the lightning flashes are visible, and the-dark rain cloud benqéyi
comes into view. As the thundershower approaches, the wind dies down or becomes df
gentle breeze blowing directly toward the storm. The temperature perhaps drops a.
little as the swun is obscured by the clouds, but the sultryness and oppressivensss
remain as before. The thundershower comes nearer, and the big cumulus clouds wiﬁb
sharp outlines rise like domes and turrets one above the other. Perhaps the lofti-
©8t sumnits are capped with a flescy-like veil which extends out beyond them. If

Seen from the side, the famjiliar anvil form of the cloud mass is noticed. Just be-

neath the thunderheads is the narrow, turbulent, blue-drad squall cloud. The patcke

of cloud are now falling, now rising, now moving hither and thither as if in great

commotion. Beyond the squall cloud is the dark rain cloud, half hidden from view

by the curtain of rain.

"The thunderheads and squall clouds are now just passing overhead. The light-

ning flashes, the thunder rolls, big pattering raindrops begin to fall or geihazgé
instead of these, damagé-camsing hailstones. The gentle breeze has change or
Violent outrushing squall wind, blowing directly from the storm, and the t:ﬁpe a—-t
ture is dropping as if by magic. Soon the rain descends in torrents, shutthngw::t
everything from view. After a time the wind dies down but continues from the ve

°r northwest; the rain decreases in intensity; the lightning flashes f911:W ea tho
other at longer intervals. An hour or two has passed; it is growing lighter 128
West; the wind has died down; the rain has almost stopped. Soon Fhe'raln'czgz :
entirely, the clouds break through and become fracto-cumulus or c%rrxform% e
Pérature rises somewhat; but it is still cool and pleasant; the wind has eiomts ot
light and has shifted back to the southwest or south. WNow the domes and tu ie. o
the retreating shower are visible in the east; perhaps a rainbow spans thets y; the
roll of the thunder becomes more distant; the storm has passed, and all nature 18
refreghed." ———————

(Tomorrow: Four Kinds of Lightning?
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