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Tells o f :  

HEAT AND THE CRICKET i S BEAT 

The c r i c k e t  chants  and t h e  a n t  runs f a s t e r  or slower as t h e  mercury goes UP Of 

down* Dr- Harlow Shapl+y, d i r e c t o r  of t h e  Harvard College Observatory, l earned  how 

t o  g e t  air ternpertxture t o  wi th in  one degree Fahrenhei t  by timing the speed of  a n t s -  

The h ighe r  the temperature,  t he  h ighe r  was t h e  speed. 

a schedule bf which he claimed he could t e l l  wi th  some approach t o  accuracy t h 5  

reading Of the thermometer by c0untir.g tho p u l s a t i o n  of t h e  c r i cke t  chorus. 

Another observer Worked O u t  

On a 

hot  night t h e  beat  would ascend to nea r ly  125 B minute. A sudden chmge in 

lowering t h e  m r c u r y ,  would b r i n g  with i t  a corresponding s lackening o f  

I t  h a s  beon counted as low as 60 t o  t h e  minute fol lowing the cool ing 

of a thunderstorn,  where a l i t t l e  while  before ,  with t h e  mercury hovering 

the chant. 

in t he  80s, it was 120. 

The c r i cke t  i s  a l so  c red i t ed  wi th  s ing ing  uuch louder a8 a s t o m  aPProache8, 

bu$ t h i s  is ascr ibed  not t o  t h a  vocal power o f  t h e  i n s e c t ,  but  t o  t h e  fact t h a t  

sound comes more c l s a r l y  t o  t h e  ear because of  l o c a l l y  homogeneous atnQsPheric Con- 

di t ions  which usually i m e d i a t e l y  precede foul  weather.  

(Tomorrow: Where Mercury Nevcr Changes .) 
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