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August 4 ? WHY THE WEATHER °?
Dr. Charles F. Brooks,

Secretary, American Meteorological Society,
tells:

WHERE MERCURY NEVER CHANGES

Where there is a spring of pure cold water the flow of which never ceases and
the temperature of which never changes, it is an easy matter to find the average
annual temperature of the surrounding country, for it is essentially the tempera-
ture of the spring. In the northern United States it will not be far from 50 de-
8rees Fahrenheit. It comes from "the layer of uwnvariable temperature", which lies
from 50 4o several hundred feet down in the esarth. The depth is too great to be
influenced by atmospheric variations, and not great emough to feel the heat from
Within the earth. There are cellars so deep as to enter the layer, and there tem-
Pérature remains constant the year through. And that temperature is proved to be
the average of the open air above. The water which flows through the layer takes
the temperature with it as it bubbles forth into the daylight. Springs from
Shallower gources vary in temﬁerature, but their average temperaturs is that of the
Tegion. The rare exception is %he spring of constant temperature from a level be-
low that of wivariable temperature, in which case it is slightly warmer than the

mean of the climate., But generally speaking, the real "bubbling' spring is a de-

Pendable climatic thermoheter.
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