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m: 

DRY AIR IS THIRSTY AIR 

Dry air  i s  a lways  t h i r s t y .  I t  eager ly  absorbs i n t o  i t s e l f  t h e  f r e e  moisture 

The Warner t h e  evaporating sur- su r face  wi th  which it ccmes i n t o  cnntac t .  

face the  more r e a d i l y  w i l l  t h e  water  f l y  o f f  i n t o  t h e  air. 

the l e s s  rap id ly  w i l l  i t  p e r n i t  water  t o  evaporate.  

The more  hurltid t h e  air 

In neteorology the amount of  w a t e r  present  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  maxinun Poss ib le  

For example, if R l r  inClUdes f o r  the tenpera ture  i s  known as r e l a t i v e  humidity. 

half as much as is poss ib l e  at a given tenpera ture ,  i t s  r e l a t i v e  humidity i s  50 

per cent.  On a "good drying d a ~ ' ' ,  as 

the housewife c a l l s  i t ,  when washing hung out on t h e  l i n e  d r i e s  quickly, t h e  rela- 

tive humidity i s  m u a l l y  low, sometines down t o  30 p e r  cent i n  t h e  wtmes t  hours  

O f  t h e  day. 

r a t i o n  i s  usually more rap id  i n  warm than i n  cool  weather, because m o r *  water  can 

On a muggy day it may be 60 t o  80 p e r  cent.  

m e n  i t  i s  h igh  c lo thes  dry but  slowly except in warm wezither- EvaPo- 

per cubic foot ,  say, o r  any o the r  given volune, i n  a vapor 6 ta ta  a high 

than at a LOW one. !Joist su r f aces  are always t ending  t o  discharge 

in to  the  air, while  cool ing  processes  a r e  always teriding t o  dry t h e  air 

by p r e c i p i t a t i n g  moisture out  o f  i t .  

(Tonarrow : The Asphalt Nlirago) 
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