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August 7 ? WHY THE WEATHER ¢
Dr. Charles F. Brooks,

Secrstary, American Meteorolagical Society,
tells of:

THE_ASPHALT MIRAGE

The asphalt mirage is a phenomenon peculiar tn the hard, smooth highway when
the sun is beating down hatly upon it. Motorists may nbserve it as they ascend a
gently graded hill and approach a level strotch. The road ahead seems as if cov-
°red with puddles of water. Souetines it glistons as if the sun were reflected
Iron a shallew fiond. But there is no water. The roadbed is perfectly dry. The
observer sees a miraga. | |

On a very.clear day, when the sun's rays burn fiercely upon the asphalt or

other hard road, its surface becoues greatly heated and a thin layer of very hot
@ir forms upon it. The stratun above it is much cooler. The difference in den-
Sity batween the two layers is so great that the light rays are bent upward, tho
Tofraction acting in effect as would a mirror. The motorist does not sea the

highway's surface but the sky as if reflected in that surface, Were such condi-

tions perfect, clouds might be seen "roflected" as in a body of water, and the il-

lusion thus still further increased.
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(Touworrow: High Altitude, Low Pressure)
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