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? V?HY THE FEATHER ? 

Dr .  Charles F. Brooks, 
Secre ta ry  Anerj.can Met aerological Society,  

says : 

HIGH ALTITUDE, LOT' PRESSURE 

The air pres su re  at sea l e v e l  is about 1 5  pounds t o  t h e  square inch, which in 

the United S t a t e s  se rves  t o  main ta in  a colunn of  nercury at an average of 30 

inches as neasured by t h e  barometer.  

tude- 

ascent*  

But pres su re  decreases r ap id ly  with a l t i -  

T O  use rough f igu res ,  t h e  nercury falls one inch f o r  each 1,000 f e e t  O f  

Thus, f o r  exmple ,  when t h e  barometer s t ands  at 30 inches on the SeaCoaStJ 

is less than 24 inches  on l4t. PTashIcgton, 6,300 feet high. 

Pounds t o  t h e  square inch i n s t e a d  o f  .15. 

The air Pressure is 

An ordinary anero id  baronetar ,  t h e  kind wi th  a clock face, placed in an auto- 
I 

nobi le  wil3 . .g ivo  a crude est ina+,e  o f  a l t i t u d e  as one notors t h r o u m  t h e  C O m t r Y *  

I f  t h e  hand moves down the s c a l e  h a l f  an inch, say from 29.5 t o  29, the  ascent  has 

been about 500 f e e t .  lluch c l o s e r  a l t i t u d e  readings  a r e  r e a d i l y  poss ib l e  with 

a u t o m b i l e  barometers now on the  a a r k e t ,  which r ead  i n  f e e t .  Etountain Clii!h@rs' 

aneroid3 have s l i d i n g  s c a l e s  t o  show a l t i t u d e  as w e l l  as barometer u n i t s .  

(Toaorrow: Mourtain Clouds) 
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