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? THY THE ?'EATHER ? 

Dr. Char les  F. Brooks, 
Secre ta ry ,  Anarican Meteorological Society,  

d i s cu s ses: 

THUfTDERSTORhl' S SQUALLCLOUD 

Onfi O f  t h e  aweso~m phsnomana o f  t h e  thunderstorm i s  the, squall-cloud, shovriq 

as an onrushing, dark Gray arch, spanning tho  western o r  northwestern sky against 

a blue-black background of f a l l i n g  rain. 

It i s  t h e  forward p ro jec t ion  of t h e  lower por t ion  o f  the thundorstorin cloud, and 

Sometimes it i s  ca l l ed  the "storm c o l l a r "  

overshadowed by t h e  forward-spreading, dense cloud sheet above. 

As i t  approaches,the raC;gadr,ass o f  i t s  lower edge becones not iceable ,  and & 

Once a r ap id  upward n o t i o n  of  f l e c k s  o f  dark cloud jo in ing  t h e  body o f  t he  cloud 

i s  evident .  Kisps  suddenly cl;Ppear and rush i n t o  t h e  l o w  c loud,  NOW t h e  arch has 

reached the zenith and spans the sky j.n both d i r e c t i o n s ;  at O C C q  t h e  dead c a n  is 

broken by a swirl o f  dust as t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  cool s q u a l l  arriVafs= 'The treOs,1001<- 

inG vividly green against  +,he dark blue background, bend awaY fron t h e  aP??rOaChin& 

darkness and t h o  growl of t h e  thunder.  Over- S c a t t e r i n g  ra indrops  begin t o  f a l l -  

(Tomorrow: A Usoful Baronets r  Law) 
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