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? V?HY THE FEATHER ? 

Dr, Charles  F. Brooke, 
c r  o t ary , Ansr i c an 14s t eo ro l  o g i  c a1 Society , 

t e l l s  ,of: 

L ARTmX AL THWDERSTORMS 

Thunderstorms o f t e n  form i n  connection wi th  g r e a t  f o r e s t  f i r e s  and over vel- 

The i n t e n s e  heat so expands t h e  a i r  t h z t  it is forced up rap id ly  by t h e  

air near by. As it ascends, it cools, f o l l o w i n g  t he  n a t u r a l  law. The h o t  

air and smoke, i f  t h e r e  is enough moisture ,  eventua l ly  reach a he ight  where conden- 

sat ion of water  veLpor begins, and a cumulus cloud forms, soon followed by t h e  tower- 
I 

ing curnulo-nimbus, o r  thundercloud,  The e f f e c t  i s  t h e  same as tha t  o f  a day of  

extreme hea t  in s m e r ,  when t h e  air i s  s t i l l  and humidity high.  

f o r e s t  f i r e  map c r e a t e  t h e  deluge which ex t inguishes  i t ,  

O f  VO1C~.noes a r e  sometimes of t e r r i f i c  violence,  and a r e  a cwwe of  the deluge6 Of 

hot  mud t h a t  sometimes overwhelm v i l l a g e s  m d  c i t i e s .  I 

In  t h i s  WRY a 

Storms formed by t h e  heat 

The s t o r y  is told of a par ty  o f  engineers  working i n  a F l o r i d a  wilderness  w i t h  

nWZrOe6 as he lpe r s ,  There had been a drought and it was exceedingly h o t -  The 

negroes becoming somewhat unruly and n o t  ca r ing  t o  cut through a Stlwgrass ~ W ~ P J  the 

engineers  determined to impress then  and announced tha t  they would c r e a t e  a Cooling 

thunderstorm, 

natter was f i r e d ,  Rnd y resen t lg  t h e  great volume of  h ighly  heated air which ascended 

:aused Cumulus clouds t o  form, which grew rap id ly  i n t o  thunderclouds,  and 1ightnjng 

legan t o  f lash and thunder  t o  r o l l  and t o r r e n t s  of  r a i n  t o  descend, 

ad no f u r t h e r  trouble with  t h e i r  he lp .  

The jungle of t a l l  g r a s s  wi th  i t s  s e v e r a l  f e e t  o f  accumulated dry  

The engineers 

(Tomorrow: Lightning Rods) 
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