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1 VWY THE WEATHER ? 

Dr. Charles F, Brooke, 
Secre ta ry ,  American N ~ t s o r o l o g i c a l  Society,  

desc r ibes  : 

Plant l i f e  playa an important part i n  weather by a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  e V a p o r a t i a  

Of mois ture  i n t o  the Rtrnoephere. The process  of r e l e a s i n g  moisture through t h e  

pores  o f  f o l i a g e  i s  known as t r m s p i r a t i o n .  

The r o o t s  take up t h e  water  iron t h e  soil and i t  i d  forced up through t h e  P lan t  

T h i s  moisture  usudlp eVapOi*ates* 

i n t o  t h e  leaves, t h e  s u r f a c e  of which has myriads of openings t h a t  Per- 

mit the moisture t o  escape, 

Plants evaporate, more w R t e r  than Qee bare grovnd, and OOnstitute a b*ttar 

hur?tidifier* 

gives f o r t h  one-third as much.moisture as an equal area of f r e e  water  sur face ,  such 

1% has been demonstrated t h a t  under certain condi t ions  a leaf of  COfn 

t h a t  of  a pond. Corn on days of extreme heat will " t r ansp i r e"  as much 10 

Pounds of  water  t o  a single plant, 

t h e  evaporat ing power i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a n t  spec ies .  

a8 a f a l f a ,  6ome very slowly, as the  o l i v e ,  

v a r i e s  i n  the  same manner as evaporat ion from e a r t h  and water SUI"f&tC@S, according 

t o  t h e  temperature of t h e  surface, the wind v e l o c i t y  and t h e  humidity,  

Of course, t h e r e  IFJ g r e a t  d i f f e rence  betwean 

Some g ive  forth moisture  f r e e l y ,  

The r a p i d i t y  of p l a n t  evaporat ion 

------I--- 

(Tomorrow: A l t i t u d e  and t h e  Boiling Poin t )  
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