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Dr. Charles F, Brooks, 
Secre ta ry ,  American Meteorological Society, - sa=: 

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE 

The season of  West Indian hu r r i canes ,  most d e s t r u c t i v e  of all storms, i s  now 
' ' .  

at hand, 

autumn. 

of being a few rods  i n  wid th ,  t h e i r  pa th  of  d e s t r u c t i o n  may cover . severa l  hundred 

miles .  

about f ive  annual ly  a r e  known. t o  Occur i n  tine P e s t  Indian r eg ian .  mil0 nost of  

these touch 8 0 m  por t ion  o f  t h e  Gulf or At l an t i c  S t a t e s ,  an average of  less than 

One a year  is severbly d e s t r u c t i v e ,  

Such d i s tu rbances  seldom occur except ing  i n  the  l a t e  s u m e r  and e a r l y  

They a r e  cyclones of an i n t e n s i t y  exceeded only by t h e  tornado, i u t ' ~ s t e a d  
. .  

They d i f f e r  from t h e  tyy,hoons of t h e  C3ina Sea i n  name only, An average Of 

Such a hur r i cane  caused t h e  Galveston h o r r o r  of  Sept ,  8 ,  1900 when 6,000 lives 

w e r e  l o s t  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  f r i g h t f u l  wind and i t s  accompanying f lood of  8 8 8  Water 

a d  t e r r i f i c  storm waves which paunded through t h e  c i t y  from t h e  Gulf. 

i n t e n s e  was t h e  hu r r i cane  o f  Sept .  29, 1915 which swept t h e  lower Miss i ss ippi  V a l -  

Even more 

l e Y ,  t h e  ind ica t ed  wind. ve loc i ty  a t t a i n i n g  130 miles an hour. 

Hurr icanes o r i g i n a t e  i n  tho t r o p i c s  somewhere nor th  o f  t h e  Equxkor, b reeding  

Over CEdn, warm water8 under the nea r ly  v e r t i c a l ,  b l a z i n g  sun. 

northvfester ly  d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  they reach  t h e  l a t i t u d e  of wes te r ly  winds, when they 

recurve and move i n  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  course.  Some hur r i canes  recurve  before  reach- 

ing the  Florida coast ,  i n  which cas0 they nay n o t  even be no t i ced  on land,  Others  

They move i h  a west- 

u n t i l  on the recurve they  c r o s s  t h e  Gulf of Mexico, when the storm cen te r  

pa88 over the e ~ s t a r n  Untted S t a t e s  fron t he  Gulf t o  t h e  S t ,  Lawrence TfalleY, 
gain ing  speed of p rogres s  a8 it advances. 
the  land ,  they  usua l ly  cont inue t o  br ing  flooding r a i n s  and high windsB 

Whila t h e i r  i n t e n s i t y  diminishes Over 

orrqw: Aut- F r o s t s  Approaching) 
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