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Dr. Charles  F. Brooks, 

desc r ibes :  
S 6 c r e t a ry  , Auier i c ax PIC t eo r o l  og i c a1 So c i  e t  , 

THE AURORA 

A disp lay  of t h e  aurora  bo rea l i s ,  o r  "nor thern  l i g h t s "  u sua l ly  begins  as a 

w h i t i s h  arch o f  l i g h t  ac ross  t h e  nor thern  horizor. ,  Soon, however, t h e  l i g h t  b r i & t -  

and t h e  a rch  becones se r r a t ed ,  wi th  s t r a i g h t  boams reaching up some d i s t ance -  

Now t h e  beans may move rap id ly  o r  slowly westward and change quickly i n  br ightness .  

I f  t h e  display b r igh tens ,  t h e  a rch  and t'ns beaus r i s i n g  h igh8r  i n  the  nor thern  S w  

take on t h e  appearance of  a great cu r t a in  tho  f o l d s  of which i l luminated,  as if by 

footlig;htS, occasional].y move m a j e s t i c a l l y .  

edge. 

the d i s t ance ,  

A reddish  t i nge  may mark  i t s  lower 

In t h e  most  b r i l l i a n t  d i sp lays ,  as the  c u r t a i n  r i s e s  8lowlyJ o t h e r s  appear i n  

Now t h e  au ro ra l  beams may be seen reaching the  zeni th ,  a d  soon One 

r i g h t  under t k e  c u r t a i n ,  The e s s e n t i a l l y  p a r a l l e l  beans of which t h e  c u r t a i n  

Is composed now seen t o  converge i n  t h e  d js tance ,  g iv ing  the appearance O f  a Crown 

O r  even t h e  spreading wings of  a g r e a t  b i r d .  

southern sky,  

Soon t h e  cur ta in  is fad ing  i n t o  the  

In t h e  r a r e  g rea t  d i s p l a y s  cu r t a in  a f t e r  c u r t a i n  cones Out O f  t h e  

north and passes  i n t o  tho south.  

tionS O f  t h e  sky. 

aB Wave a f t e r  wave of  l ight  risbs i n  a f r a c t i o n  of  a second from base t o  tope 

fading s t a g e s  a r e  ueual ly  marked by i r r e g u l a r  a u r o r a l  clouds and bands* 

Occasionally a v iv id  red  occurs  over l a r g e  par- 

A l s o ,  at a caretain stag13 t h e  whole d i sp la l r  may begin t o  f l i c k e r ,  

The 

This season and e a r l y  spr ingt ime a r e  t h o  pe r iods  of most comon obeervation 

However, on July 6, 1923, a moderate d isp lay  w a s  wide ly  observed Of the  aurora.  

no r th  o f  l a t i t u d e  40. 

l i k e l y  t o  be seen i n  the South till 1926 or  1927 when tho s o l a r  a c t i v i t y  W i l l  
again be  viol1 on the i nc rease*  

As it  i s  pract,i.call.y c e r t a i n  t h a t  au ro ras  are caused bY 
from s o l a r  d i s turbances  they a r e  no t  f requent  at p resen t  and a r e  no t  

------I--- 

(Tonorrow: The par t ing  B o l t  of Lightning) 
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