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? O?HP THE WEATAER ? 

Dr. Char les  F, Brooks, 

--I descr ibes :  
Secre ta ry ,  Anerican Meteorological  Society,  

cc- THE PARTING BOLT OF LIGHTNING 

On r a r e  occasions,  sometimes a f t e r  a thunderstorm has passed imd t h e  r a i n  ha3 

ceased, a l i g h t n i n g  b o l t  descends without  warning. Usually it i s  a bo l t  o f  extreme 

a b l ind ing  flash elron when i n  t h e  b r i g h t  sunl ight ,  as sometimes happens, 

by a deafening crash ,  Such & ' b o l t  occas iona l ly  demolishes a l a r g e  t r e e  

and k i l l s  persons under i t .  

The cloud from which t h i s  l i g h t n i n g  comes i s  t h e  r e a r  po r t ion  of  the  f a r - f lung  

spreading top  o f  a storm of  g rea t  i n t e n s i t y ,  t h e  cen te r  of which may be Igiles anray* 

I t  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of heavy thunderclouds t h a t  they mushroom out  like a vastksPread-  

ing m b r e l l a .  Pnhen t h e i r  e l ec t r i ca l .  charges a r e  powerful they  may l e t  loose a b o l t  

which w i l l  reach t h e  ea r th ,  thou@ it must jump a gap of  four o r  f i v e  miles# 

bolt i s ,  of  necess i ty ,  o f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  force ,  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in P O -  

t e n t i a l  between cloud and e a r t h  nus t  be enormous, even when compared with t h a t  o f  t he  

Such a 

'jump of a mile.  The thunder may be hoard 20 mi l e s  away. 

(Tonorrow: Balloon Racing and t h e  Weather) 
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