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t e l l s  or': 

B E  BR0CIr;EN SPECTRE 

A s t r ange  phenomenon sonetiws seen by people  on mountains,and by b a l l o o n i s t s  

and aviator8,i.s t h e  Brocken Spectre .  It  c o n s i s t s  o f  rainbow-hued r ing o r  r i n g s  

centered about ?,he shadow o f  t h e  head of the observer  a6 .cast ,  toge ther  wi th  t h a t  

O f  h i s  nountain, balloon o r  z i r s la ; ie ,  upon il cloud mass. 

Bracken, a peak of  t h e  Hartz l tountains i n  Bemany, where it is a cormon phenomenon. 

The colored rings, o r  glory, as t hey  are sorhetines called, a r e  similar t o  

The name cones from t h e  

those O f  the  corona, t h e  bright bands o f  which are occas iona l ly  seen C l O S e l Y  en- 

c i r c l i n g  the  sun o r  moon. 

b lu ish ,  then yellow, orange and red. 

larger diameter containing t h e  full range of colors of t h e  rainbow, from v i o l e t  t o  

The colored r i n g s  e n c i r c l e  the shadow head, the smallest . 
Sometimes t h e r e  i s  R double glory,  t h a t  of 

red.  

The cause of  t h e  Oroclren Spec t re  is what t he  phys ic i s t  c a l l s  t he  d i f f r a c t i o n  

O f  l i g h t  r e f l e c t e d  from t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  cloud. It is t o t a l l y  unre la ted  t o  

e i t h e r  t h e  rainbow o r  t h e  halo. 

(TOMORROW : Dust Devils) 
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