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? !PIP T'HE VEATHEF ? 

Ur. C i a r l e s  F. Brooks, 
Secretary,  American Meteorological Society, 

d i scusses :  

DUST DEVILS --- 
mile %he whirlwind i n  i t s  extreme form, the  t e r r i b l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  tornado, i s  

fo r tuna te ly  unfami l ia r  t o  most people,  especially i n  the e a s t e r n  s t a t e s ,  everyone, 

whether  l i v i n g  i n  c i t y  o r  country, i s  fanil iar w i t h  dustwhirls o r  dustspoUts, O r  

dust  d e v i l s  as they a r e  commor.1~ c a l l e d  in t h e  d e s e r t s  of t h e  southwest where they 

m o s t  Co~lllon and form 011 a ?aI*ger s c a l e .  

sometines seen running along a road, sending a column of  dus t  up i n  the  air,, 

Tn t h e  country on a ho t  day a dustwhir l  

sp inning  l i k e  a top .  

d e b r i s  and scurry along t h e  s t r e e t  o r  ac ross  t h e  yards .  

In t he  cities they ge ther  up scraps of  paper  and o the r  l i g h t '  

R%en t h e  sun on a clear, s t i l l  morning heats up t h e  air c l o s e  t o  t h e  grow-d 

Mti.1 it i s  much warmer than t h a t  a few hundred f ee t  a l o f t ,  c h i m e p s  Of Updraught 

are  forned which r o t a t e  at much speed. In t h e  d e s e r t  they sometimes car ry  dust 

seve ra l  hundred feet, i n  t h e  air, and are seen moving slotvly along t h e  ground, Con- 

sPiCUous at a considerable  dis tanco.  

The Apache I n d i a l s  used to n a b  use of  dust-spouts  as s i g n a l s  i n  t h e  d e s e r t ,  

creating them by t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  h e a t  o f  the b l a z i n g  sp ines  of a co lmn- l ike  Cactus 

which is C O ~ P P O ~  i n  the  Southwest. Under right condi t ions  enough hea t  Was thus ob- 

t a ined  t o  start t h e  wh i r l i ng  updraught. 

(Tomorrow: The Mugginess of  Lake Shores) 
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