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Dr. Charles F. Brooks,

Secretary, American Meteorological Society.
describes:

BILLOW DLOUDS.

Billow clouds, sonetimes called windrow clouds or wave clouds, are regular-
Ly Spaced bands, shining white when the sun strikeg them, with intervening strips
°f blue sky. They usually form in the lower cirrus region, thres or four miles
Up in the air, but may form at any level, from that of surface fogs to the higher
cirrus regions, They are caused by the flow of one layer of air over another of
different temperature and density, ard usually of different humidity.

Whenever two such strata meet, billows of great wave length and often of great
amplitude are generated,.in the saﬁe manner that wind produces ocean billows. As
the waves advance the atmosphere rises and falls, producing maximum and minimum team-
Peratures, that of the crests being lower than that of the troughs.. If the ruffled
layer ig sufficiently humid the wave crests, being coldest, condense some of their
Water vapor as clouds, while the troughs, being warmer, remain clear, and through
them we see the sky, thus giving us the visual wave effect. If, however, the hu-
Widity is low the wind billows exist without clouds, and ard invisible to the air-
Han. He can avoid billow clouds, dop he can see them and fly above or below. But
he cannot avoid the invisible except by chance, and once within the influence of
the waves he experiences a series of disconcerting bumps, due to thé quick transi-

tion from one billow to another, and sometimes he finds it difficult to rise out of

them to g safer layer of air,
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(Tomorrow: Heights of Clouds)
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