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1 WHY THE FEATHER t 

Dr6 Charlee F, Brooks, 
Secretary,  Anerican Mot eorological Society J 

descr ibes :  

WATERSPOUTS e 

Waferspouts are moat common i n  t h e  warmer and calmer sea8 of t h e  t r o p i c s ,  but 

are by no meane unknown i n  the  w a t e r s  t ha t  touch t h e  shores  of the, United Stietst  

for t h e y  may o.ccur wherever v i o l e n t  thunderstorme are found. A famous i n s t a n c e  W8S 

the beautiful waterspout  of Oak Bluffs, Mass,, t h e n  c a l l e d  Cottage City ,  on t h e  i o -  

land of Martha's Vinyard, on August 19, 1896, which passed in view of  thousands o f  

peoPle~ 

the overrunning o f  t h e  hot ,  n o i a t  s u r f a c e  air by a l a y e r  o f ' c o l d  a b  

- 

This  one was i n  conjunct ion with a l i n e  thunderstorm, c a u ~ e d ,  PerhaPs, bY 

f&te rapou t s  are  sinply t o rnadoes  which o c c w  over bodies of water, as 5s abundL 

antlY Proved by the fact that  whenever a to rnado crossee R lake Or r i v e r  it ins tan t -  

19 beCOU88 a waterspout ,  and a waterspout  which r u n s  i n l a n d  develops at Once a l l  t h e  

CharaCter ie t ics  of t h e  tornado,  

?he phenomenon i s  caueed by a powerful  updraught of air, so  stronl5 tha t  it 

Whisk8 up the water,  at the same t i m e  w h i r l i n g  it i n t o  a ais%* 

spout i s  a p a r t i a l  vaouum the  sea water rises within it, sometimes to &I height of 

e igh t  o r  t e n  f e e t ,  

AS the core of the 

U 
But the mass of t h e  wator  above t h i s  f r e sh ,  Condensed from the 


