
? "HY THE FEATHER ? 

Dr,, Charles F, ElroQks, 
Secretary,  Amorican Bleteorologi c a l  Society,  

discusses: 

c-- KITES AND - 1_- SOUNDING BALLOONS -- 

SciencO. owes a g r e a t  share  of  i t s  knowledge of  t h e  l o f t i e r  reg ions  of t h e  

atmoaPhere t o  t h e  kite and t h e  sounding bal loon,  Without t h e  mfonna t ion  which 

have brought down f r o n  high a l o f t  much t h a t  is known would s t i l l  be l e f t  t o  

gu'esswork. 

humidi ty  and wind ve loc i ty ,  have a t t a i n e d  h e i g h t s  o f  4 miles,  and s o n d i n g  bald 

loons, conveying similar recording i n s t  rumnts,  sxcept  f o r  wind ve loc i ty ,  have 

Ki t e s  ca r ry ing  i n s t r u n s n t s  t o  record  atmospheric pre6sure,  temperature,  

haV e work e d . 
m e r e  t h e r e  a r e  clouds, s c i e n t i s t s  can l e a r n  much by observing t h e i r  phys i ca l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  d i r e c t i o n s  and v e l o c i t i e s  of mhtion. But above t h e  l o f t i e s t  Of 

Clouds, the high c i r r u s ,  s i x  o r  s e w n  m i l e s  up, t h e r e  is  no way t o  observe t h e  

tenpera ture ,  etc., except ing  by sonding up in s t runen t s .  Human l i f e  Cannot e x i s t  

'there. 

-..-------.- 
(Tomorrow: The Airman's Holes and Bumps) 
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