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HURRICANE PROTBACTS DFiCIUGfiT, 

The p e r v e r s i t y  of meather was well  demonstrated i n  thl: 1 k s t  meek of 

September when a Vest Ind ian  hur r icane  seems t o  have deprived thc  nor theas te rn  

United S t a t e s  of a promised r a i n  which was sad ly  needed t o  break  a long contin- 

ued drought,  and c7.t t h e  same time gave t o  t h g t  s e c t i o n  of t he  Grc?t P l a i n s  cen- 

t e r i n g  i n  Omaha, d i s a s t r o u s  f loods .  

A cyclone, or  ? r e a  of low p res su re ,  had s t a r t e d  on i t s  vcy sc ross  

the cont inent  from the southwest,  when t h e  ht~rr ic~me swept i t s  way northmestward 

toward t h e  F l o r i d a  coas t ,  and swerved n o r t h e m t m r d  up the Gulf Strccm. 

result was t o  accentua te  t h e  inf low of cold dxy a i r  from t h e  nor th  ovcr the  

One 

e a s t e r n  part of the cont inent ,  forming an atmospheric dyke mhich scrvcd as a 

b a r r i e r  t o  hold back the  approaching f~lotvl ' ,  Ins teod  of pes s ing  onarnrd t o  b r in<-  

r a i n  where i t  was so  g r e a t l y  needed, t h e  r e s u l t a n t  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  ?.vs concen- 

t r 8 t e d  i n  t h e  Omaha region,  where an excess of r a i n f a l l  caused s c r i m s  f loods .  

In t h e  meantime t h e  r e s e r v o i r s  of t h e  no r theas t e rn  s t a t e s  continued t o  g e t  lover ,  

and more and more of the wells and sp r ings  d r i c d  up, wusing d icconfor t  and in- 

convenience t o  inc rease ,  a l l  apparent ly  bccause na tu re  s e l e c t e d  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

time and course  f o r  a hur r i cane .  

(Tomorrow: Drought and N?.ture s Ci'qtm Supply. 1 
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