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Discusses : 

DGOUGHT E NATUEI? 1 S 

I n  R per iod  of drought t he  c a r t h  may become dry t o  such a depth 

that only copious, long continued r a i n s  cnn drench the s o i l  down through the  

aricd st ratum which l i e s  between the  sur face  l s y e r  and thc  wster-retainicg f l o o r  

below. 

i t*  

below dampened s o i l .  

t h e  water of ordinary rainstorms does not pene t r a t e  i t  t o  the  e x i s t i n g  moistnrc,  

and seepage downrrard is renewed and quickened, 

spr ings as a r e  f e d  from the  upper l e v e l s  of the underground s torage remcin full, 

I n  a draught however, the subterranean r e sc rvo i r ,  no longer raplcn- 

Occasionrl  shoaers ,  evcn though they give B hcavy r a i n f a l l ,  calnnot do 

fU ordinary seasons t h i s  subterranean r e s e r v o i r  i n  a gravpl stratum l ies  

The su r fzce  l a y e r  may bccome d r y ,  but  not s o  deep t h n t  

Therefore, the v r U l l 3  and such 

ished f r o m  the  surface g e t s  lower and lower? and wel ls  and EprinRs vhich dt?pl;nd 

upon i t  give out i n  turn ,  according t o  t h e i r  depths.  They do not benef i t  from 

stream ngzin i s  flowing. 

t o  f l o w ,  n i t h  p r c c t i c n l l y  

aro f e d  from water  s to red  

Most of the co ld  tfboilim&l springs, hovrevw, continue 

unabated v igor ,  even i n  E. severe drou&t, f o r  they 

SO deep i n  t h e  ground t h n t  i t  would be l a s t  t o  give out '  

---------- 
(Tomorrow: Travels of Smoke) 
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