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? GHY THE BEATHXR ? 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
Sedreta.ry, American Meteorologica.1 Society 

Explains : 

R A I N  BEFORE SEVEN, SHINE B'EIFORE ELEmN' 
7 

There i s  much t r u t h  i n  the weather saying, "Rain before seven, shine 

before eleven." I n  a la rge  proportion of t h e  cases where r a i n  fa l l s  i n  the 

night and e a r l y  morning, the  weather c l e a r s  i n  the  forenoon and the sud'shines 

before eleven." 

east winds or boisterous southerly ones. 

The' chief exceptions a r e  i n  stormy conditions, as with ~ r t h -  

Rains usual ly  las t  only a fern hours, therefore,  those which start 

seven are l i k e l y  t o  s top  before eleven. This i s  especial ly  probable, 

however, with those r a i n s  t h a t  do not start till  the cooler hours of the nig-ht, 

for i n  most such cases the clauds and r a i n  would not have occurred except f o r  

t h i s  nocturnal cooling. .This being so, the  morning Farming must stop the  r a i n  

and evaporate the clouds. 

Sometimes, homevcr, the  rains "before seven!' a r e  the  r e s u l t  of s t rong 

react ions between over and underrunning winds of extensive storms. Such, f o r  

example, i~ the  case when t h e  surface wind i s  from the northeast ,  providing a 

C O O 1  wedge over which a warmer southerly wind i s  r i s i n g  and cooling. And such i s  

the S i tua t ion  when w i t h  a s t rong south wind heavy r a i n  is  f a l l i n g .  

before seven, shine.  before eleven11 appl ies  t o  those quiet ,  moderate t o  l i g h t  

ra ins  but n o t , t o  the storm ra ins  over which nocturnal cooling and diurnal heating 

have l i t t l e  control.  

Sa theI1Raino 

(Tomorrow: Early -4utumn Storm$) 
A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service. 

Science Service, 
1115 Conn. Cjve.,' 
h'ashington, D. C. 


