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I_ THE NAMING IXDIAII SUA!NET”,F. 

How t h e  pe r iods  of w a r m ,  calm wer the r  which arr ive almost iwar- 

iably i n  l a te  October o r  in November c m c  t o  be known as Ind ian  Summer has 

been v a r i o u s l y  explained. 

t h e  American Indians  recognized it as a season c e r t a i n  t o  come a t  l c a s t  once 

and i n  some yea r s  more than  Once, and depcnded upon i t  as 3 timc f o r  f i n a l  

The most commoaly acceptee  explana t ion  i s  t h a t  

Preparat ions f o r  win ter ,  i n  t h e  s t o r i n g  of t h e i r  l a t e  crops, whatever these 

were, and i n  making ready t h e i r  win ter  lodges. 

Another vers ion  is that the e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  b lue  haze 

which i s  characteristic of t h e  season t a  t h e  smoke of f i r e s  s e t  by t h e  Indians 

an the  western prairies, and  bestowed t h e  name f o r  t h a t  reason. 

been Suggested that the f i c k l e n e s s  of autumn weather,  w i t h  i t s  “ F o o l ’ s  SUmrrGr”, 

as Indian  Summer, i s  c a l l e d  in firape, may have l e d  t o  t h s  use of l l Indian’l ,  i n  

Also, i t  has 

cha rac t e r .  Yet another  suggested p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  that  t h e  name nas bestoiocd by 

Some e a r l y  t r a v e l l e r ,  who, f a m i l i a r  with t h e  dry,  hazy viesther Of Ind ia ,  rec- 

on t h e  Indian  Ocean. 
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