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-- FUR AND FEATdER FALLACIES 

-. Every f a l l  t h e  word goes about t h a t  the wild animals and birds have 
i ly 

extraordinar: t h i c k  fur or  feathers ,  a '!certain sign" tha t  the winter w i l l  

be ear ly  and severe, Ifone of the worst i n  years"; o r  e l se  tha t  beast  ar,d fowl 

have but meager winter coats and therefore  the winter will be an open one. 

most  always t h e  prophesy i s  prefaced by The old time hunter who 

chances t o  shoot a f u l l  feathered grouse o r  qua i l  sends f o r t h  the cry of ter-  

r i b l e  cold ahead, while as l i k e l y  as n o t  on the same day another old hunter i x i l l  

k i l l  some creature  less sumptuously clad,  and declare th2t a "green Christmas'' 

may be expected- 

81- 

""hey say". 

Such portents  as an indicat ion of fnrecast ing a b i l i t y  i n  animals have 

been wholly discredi ted by s c i e n t i f i c  invest igat ion and by the observations of 

i n t e l l i g e n t  people generally. 

which f o r e t e l l s  the weather of a season yet  t o  come. 

Neither animals nor birds  possess an i n s t i n c t  

It i s  the  food supply 

and other conditions of t h e  season p a s t  and present which determine the qua l i ty  

of t h e i r  minter overcoats, and not the  season which i s  t o  come. Only i n  S O  f a r  

as a cold winter may follow a cool fall, or  a mild win ter  a varm autumn can 

features  dependent on exis t ing  conditions give any indicat ion of the fu ture  

weather. Since there  is a small tendency f o r  a cool season t o  be followed by 

One of like character,  t h e  fur and fea ther  indicat ions are not always vholly 

fa l lac ious  
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