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B r .  Charles F. 3rooks,  
S ~'ci"s ts.ry, h e r i  can Meteor o l  ogical S oci e t y  , 

expla ins  : 

After a r a i n  i t  i s  not unusual f o r  t h e  sky t o  c l e a r  f o r  an i n t e r v a l  

If before the commonly f n l l o a i n g  cool,  no r the r ly  vind becomes es tab l i shed .  

the e a r l y  morning i s  c l e a r  the loner  air h e a t s  r ap id ly  till i t  becomes too  

l i g h t  t o  s t a y  under the coo le r  air above. Then masses of cool  air descend 

and fo rce  the w a r m  air t o  he igh t s  f rom seve ra l  hundred t o  well  over a t h o u s a d  

f e e t *  The cool ing  which the  r i s i n g  humid a i r  experiences as i t  ascends and 

condenses some of t h e  moisture i n t o  the  f a m i l i a r  currmlus clouds. These 

grow upward t i l l  they have cooled t o  a t e q e r a t u r e  belo17 t h a t  Of the 

Vi th in  a f ev  hours a f t e r  the surrounding air and thus have become heavier .  

C O & l  wind follovring a rain has  begun t o  blov,  t h e  v e r t i c a l  ex ten t  of t h i s  Cool 

wind i s  usually not g r e a t e r  than ha l f  a mile t o  a n i l e .  

clouds camnt grow much before they reach the  l i d  of warin a i r  at t he  top of t he  

C O O 1  layer.  

ominous masses of downward-bulged and ragged strato-cumulus cloud. 

t h e  l i d  that stopped the upward progress 2nd cooling these  clouds would have 

become shower clouds. The name IIvind 

clouds" is  very appropr ia te ,  f o r  the s t ronger  the  cool  wind the  g r e a t e r  i s  the  

overturning of the lrmer air that i s  respons ib le  f o r  the clouds,  and t h e  more 

Thus the  Cumulus 

Here they must s t o p  cooling and s top  r i s i n g  and spread out i n  

BQt f o r  

Nom, however, they  are but mind clouds. 

Pr*nounced i s  the con t r a s t  between the cool  qrinc? belon and thx3 w a r m  a i r  above, 

forming the l i d  that prevents  the clouds from r i s i n g  high. 
------------ 
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