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7 "Y THE '%ATHER ? 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
S ec re t  ary , American Met e o r  o l  ogi cal Soc ie ty  

d i scusses :  

_THREE RE CENT TROP I CAL CY CLONES 

Though t h e  tropical cyclone i s  best known through the  bad r epu ta t ion  of t he  

1- ' lest Indian hu r r i cane  and t h e  typhoon, there are numerous t r o p i c a l  cyclones Of 

much l e s s  d e s t r u c t i v e  i n t e n s i t y .  Three of t hese  en tered  the  eas t e rn  United S t a t e s  

and as two storms crossed  i n t o  Canada, Octobcr 16-19, 1923. After a number of 

days Of low pres su re  i n  the  Gulf of Mexico a t r o p i c a l  cyclone of near ly  hur r icane  

i n t e n s i t y  was repor ted  by two v e s s e l s  not  f a r  south  of Louis iana.  The Storm 

reached the  coas t  dur ing  t h e  n igh t  of October 15-16, and moved northward. b o t h e r  

One a r r i v e d  e a r l y  on t h e  17 th .  

Pair tver-2 somewhere i n  Canada south  of Hudson Bay. 

By the  evening of t h e  19 th  the  remains Of t h i s  

Thesc storms r e a d i l y  followed 

a lane  of warm, moist  a i r  which during s e v e r a l  days before had spread from the  

Gulf t o  Canada. 

The other  s torm appearing suddenly from t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Bermuda brought r a i n  

t o  New England e a r l y  on the  18th, before  t h e  Vieather Bureau could fo recas t  i t .  

The only warning of i t s  approach was t he  slow r i s e  of h igh  clouds far t o  the south- 

e a s t  i n  a n  o t h s m i s e  c loud les s  sky during the 1? th ,  2nd a no r theas t  wind t h a t  d i d  

not d i e  at n i g h t f a l l .  

heavy shower, and the storm had arrived. 

A bo i s t e rous  wind, magnificent fes tooned  clouds, t hen  a 

D r i z z l e  and ra in  continued i n  southern 

New England with t h e  no r theas t  wind for nea r ly  24 hours. The weather became mggY 

as t h e  c e n t e r  approached, 

24 hours more. 

Then followed a s q u a l l y  and showery southmest Wind for 

It had i n  moder- A t r o p i c a l  s torm had passed ac ross  New England. 

a t e  form t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of i t s  dreaded r e l a t i v e ,  t h e  West Indian  hurr icane.  
On account of a restr ic ted supply of moisture  it  was t o o  weak t o  make more than 
about one inch  of r a i n .  
wi th  water vapor and t h e i r  l a t e n t  energy was much s t ronger :  t he  wind r o s e  t o  60 
mi les  and hour,  and t h e  r a i n f a l l  t o t a l l e d  n e a r l y , 1 0  inches at Pensacola,. P l a .  

The G u l f  storms opera ted  w i t h  air more abnndantly suppl ied 
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