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WHEN THE PEACOCK LOUDLY BATLS" 

SometiGes when t h e  a i r  i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  c l e a r  and d i s t a n t  ob jec ts  a r e  

v i s i b l e  wi th  uiiusual sharpness 2nd sounds come from a f a r  wi th  s t z r t l i n g  d i s t i n c t -  

ness,  i t  i s  a warning of f o u l  weather.  Thcn i t  he 

'When t h e  peacock loudly  bawls 
Soon w e ' l l  hnvc both r a i n  and s q u a l l s . "  

Under these  atmospheric condi t ions  t h c  soizgs and c r i e s  of b i r d s  sound loud 

The barking of dogs, t h e  lowiilg of c c t t l c ,  thi? wh i s t l e s  Of 10COmo- t o  t h c  e a r .  

t ives,  t he  honking of motor horns ,  comc from fFr a m y ,  mhcnce sounds a r e  110% Corn- 

monlY hcard.  

l ikened t o  the  c o n t r a s t  between a view through 

Qnd t h a t  through one of p l a t e  glass. 

To t h e  eye the difference of v i s i b i l i t y  from t h c  ordincry may bc 

palle of o r d i m r y  window g l a s s  

The reason i s  t h a t  c o r l y  du r ing  t h e  occurrence of a warmer sou the r ly  mind at 

moderate h e i g h t ,  a condi t ion  u s u a l l y  prcceding  a storm, a stratus Claud i s  

l i k e l y  t o  cut off t h e  sun's h e a t i n g  from t h e  ground and s o  prevent  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  

ifi heating and a l s o  t o  permit t h e  surface a i r  t o  remain cool .  The r c s u l t  i s  a 

lower atmosphere through which l ight  and sound waves travel without 

l o c a l  d i s turbance .  The sound waves a r c  f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f i e d  at 2. d i s t ance  from 

t h e i r a a u r c e  by a phenomcnoii ve ry  commoii on a q u i c t  morning a f t e r  a c l e a r  n ight  

whell. t h c  a i r  c l o s e  t o  t h e  su r face  i s  coolcr  than  t h a t  a fcm hundred f c s t  a l o f t .  

i s  a conccnt ra t ion  of t he  wavcs. I n  t h c  warmer a i r  at ~l modcrcta he ight  

sound waves t r a v e l  faster than  i z  ths lower co ldcr  e i r ,  S O  thosc t h z t  a s c m d  

arc bent back t o  e a r t h  and combiiic with thosc that  t rz .vcl  t hc  iiorrnrl s t r a i g h t  

coursc,  thus i n t e n s i f y i n g  the  sound i n  thc  l i s t c n c r ' s  Cars. 
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