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t e l l s  of :  

PACIFIC RAINY SEASON VJELL BEGUN 

The rainy season of the  P a c i f i c  Coast i s  now well under way. Storms a r e  in- 

creasing, especial ly  i n  the north;  i n  Bouthern Alaska ,  B r i t i sh  Columbia, Washing- 

ton, Oregon, and northern California,  there  a r e  stronger minds onshore, warm and 

moist from the southwest. 

a i r ,  great  obstructions over which they r i d e ,  c h i l l i n g  by kxpansion as they ascend 

t o  condense t h e i r  moisture as r a i n  or  snow, 

They a r e  meeting t h e  high mountains and masses of cold 

In  the autumn th i s  results i n  r a i n  

near  sea-level but snow on the mountains. 

become la rger  and reach f a r t h e r  south, bringing the beginning of the rainy season 

l a t e r  and l a t e r  southward. 

S i t k a  t o  20 inches i n  northern Ca1iforniS.. 

on the north P e c i f i c  coast  of the United S t a t e s  was s l i g h t l y  below normal. 

As the season progresses the storms 

Normal autumn rainfc711 ranges from over 30 inches a t  

The r a i n f a l l  of September and October 

I n  t h i s  connection it  is i n t e r e s t i n g  and important t o  note t h a t  D r .  G* 3'. 

MCEcwn, oceanographer of t h e  Scripps I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Biological Research at La 5011. 

California,  expects only two-thirds of t h e  normal r a i n f a l l  i n  southern California 

t h i s  winter,  because previous experience hc?s shown t h a t  dry seasons follow l a t e  

summer end ear ly  autumn ocean temperatures above the normal, The Pac i f ic  c t  La 

Jol la  was warmer in t h i s  period t h i s  year thnn in any of the preceding seven. 
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(Tomorrow: The Ice Storm) 
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