
C . .  A Science_ Service Peature 

? TU.3Y THE YiEATHER 1 

D r .  Charles F, Brooks, 
Secretary, American Meteorological Society,  

t e l l s  about_: 

THE ICE STORM 

The i c e  storm, known i n  England o.s glazed f r o s t ,  i s  not an uncommon phenomenon 

f n  the United S t a t e s ,  thuugh, for tunately,  ra re ly  occurring i n  i t s  most severe 

form, when overwhelming accumulations of i c e ,  i n  combination with a gale af wind, 

. 

bring great  devastation t o  the t r e e s  and t o  telegraph, telephone and other exposed 

e l e c t r i c a l  transmission lines, Nor i s  the ice storm confined t o  the northern 

s t a t e s ,  f o r  i t  is by no means unknown i n  the south, though not often as a destruc- 

t i v e  element o f  weather, 

The combination of temperatures and humidity which result in the  i c e  storm 

Occur8 more often than i s  rea l ized  by the s u p e r f i c i a l  observer. 

the phenomenon most frequently occurs, has n nuniber of them each winter+ The first 

t h i s  winter occurred October 23 i n  western Massachusetts a t  heights above 2200 f e e t  

b e e  i n  a grea t  while conditions arise sphich are especial ly  favorable, such a s  were 

experienced i n  southern c e a t r a l  New E)ngland and New York November 27-29, 1921. 

three day i c e  storm occurred, doing millions of do l la rs  damage. 

Occurred l a t e  the following February i n  c e a t r a l  Michigan when e l e c t r i c  mires Carrie( 

two pounds or more of i c e  t o  the foot ,  and the  lighthouse a t  Frankfurt had an i c e  

coating an inch and three-quarters thick. 

New England, where ’ 

A 

A similar storm 

No other aspect of the northern winter is so beaut i fu l  a s  the i c e  storm, par- 

t i c u l a r l y  i n  the sUn6hine folloming,when a l l  nature seems encrusted with glitterin43 

diamonds. . 

(Tomorrow: The Cause of the Ice Stom) 

All rights reserved by Science Ssrs lce  

Science Service,  
1115 Conn. Ave., 
WITaShi@On, D e C .  


