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? Tu= TIFE TiEATHER ? 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
Secretary, American Meteorological Society, 

L 

re la tes  : 

CAUSE OF TIEE ICE STORlvl 

The ice storm occurs usually Then it is cold at the  enrth's surface, w i t h  

r a i n  falling from warm. moist air a l o f t .  

storm i s  when the ground has been cooled t o  below the  f reezing point and the air 

The i d e a l  condition f o r  a dmgerous 

above it is also well  belom 32 degrees, while the hicher l eve l s  a re  warm. 

This combination may a r i s e  i n  any one of three ways; one ir%ere warm, moist 

air a r r i v e s  over a layer of residual cool a i r  n t  the  ground; another by cold Pir 

coming i n  below from the north,  while n warm current from the south a r r ives  above; 

and the  third, when ar r iv ing  cold air  from the north o r  west pushes i n  under 8 

raincloud. 

In any case, the mass of cold air  i n  the path of the varm wind causes the 
! 

l a t t e r  t o  rise, and i n  so doing t o  cool by expcnsian t o  such 3 degree thFt much 

of i t s  moisture i s  prec ip i ta ted  as rain. 

strike a cold object.  

The rsindrops freeze quickly mhen they 

Consequently, drops coming in contact nith vegettltion or 

other surfaces which a r e  below the freezing point ,  are quickly converted i n t o  ice.  

Continuing r a i n f a l l ,  constantly increases the accumulations, sometimes t o  a great  

thickness . 

(Tomorrow: 21he Great Ice  Storm) 
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