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? WHY THE I'JEATHER ? 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 

t e l l s  about: 
S ecretary , Americon Meteorologic? 1 Society , 

THE GREAT NEV ENGLAND ICE STORM 

The New England i c o  storin of November 27-29, 1921, m y  be accepted as the 

extreme form of this phenomenon. 

i n  on a Saturday afternoon and soon changed t o  rain, which f a l l i n g  through cold 

a i r  and onto surfaces below freezing began t o  form as i c e ,  

s lee ted  a l t e r n a t e l y  or together,  while the thermometer f e l l  t o  25 degrees. 

night i t  began t o  r a i n  steRdily and ice a s  s teadi ly  t o  form. 

th ick  armor of i c e  over everything out-of-doors, end s t i l l  it rained and f r O Z %  

while the northeast wind increased to 

gerOUf3. 

Following days of c l e a r ,  cold weather, snow Set 

Sunday it  rained and 

A t  

Morning S i m  an inch- 

gale .  By afternoon c i ty  9treetS were dan- 

Everywhere t r e e s  and their  branches and e l e c t r i c  mires m d  their poles 

. .  Were f a l l i n g .  

A wild and t e r r i b l e  night followed,. E l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  were extinguished, and 

c i t i e s  and towns lay in blackness. 

telephone service mas gone, s t r e e t s  were impassable t o  vehicles,  some of them t o  

Pedestrians.  

thunder crashing t o  an accompaniment of f a l l i n g  trees. 

Trolley cars ceased running, telegraph and 

The climax was a thunderstorm, with pink l ightning f lashes ,  the 

f c e  was two inches th ick  on the wires. It  was estimated that a tree 50 feet 

high and an average width of 20 f e e t  car r ied  a load of f i v e  tons of i c e ,  and few 

t r e e s  could bear the  burden, 

stroyed, long l i n e s  of telephone poles f e l l ,  i n  some cases a mile at a st retch.  

Forest t r e e s  lay prostrate i n  windrow$, The money domage went into millions of 

d o l l a r s ,  

The plumed elms were ruins ,  whole orchards were de- 

-------"I" 

(Tomorrow: Cold Rain Leaves Sidewalks Dry) 
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