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Dr. Charles 3'. Brooks, 
Secretary , American Met eorol bgical Society , 

t e l l s  why: 

COLD RAIN LEAVES SIDEWALKS DRY 

Surface temperatures of the  ground and objects on it cause several in tc res t ing  

phenomena i n  connection with falling ra in  and snowl apart from the ice storm. Just 

as warm r a i n  f a l l i n g  on a sidewalk may leave its surface dry,  so, too,  ch i l led  rain 

may f a l l  011 br ick  or asphalt without wetting i t ,  

evaporates the raindrops as fast ns they s t r i k e  i t ,  

low i t s  f reezing point s t r ik ing  a surface equaJ.ly cold, is i n s t an t ly  converted i n t o  

i c e .  

I n  the  one case the hot surface 

I n  the other,  rain,cooled be- 

Some snowstorms, especial ly  those of the l a t e  f o l l  and eo r ly  winter, leave 

trees and shrubbery and t a l l  grasses mhite with crys ta l s ,  while the ground shows 

IlO t race  of snow. The reason is t h r t  i n  the r a d i a t i o n  of heat the ground has SO 

much t o  give up that i ts  temperature remins ~ ~ b o v o  freezing, vhile  limbs, tmigs 

and grass blades, dead leaves and the needlea of t h e  evergreens have been exhaustee 

of much of t h e i r  heat .  

Which reaches the bare ground is quickly converted into water. 

The snow f a l l i n g  upon them remains unmelted, vrhile tha t  
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