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? WHY THE YE!ATlIEB 1 

D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
Secretary,  American Meteorological Society, 

tells of: 

ARCTIC EXPLORER' S SUN-FATED B.AG 

The heat-absorbing power of dark colors,  especial ly  of black as compared with 

white,  as applied i n  clothing both summer and winter, was happily made use of bY 

DeQuervain who crossed the  ice-cpp of Greenlmd i n  the  summer of 1912. The Prob- 

lem of drinking water i s  always a serious one i n  polar regions where the  tempera- 

ture seldom r i s e s  above freezing, especial ly  i n  t h e  7000 t o  10,000 foot  a l t i t u d e s  

Of c e n t r a l  Greenland, where thawing never occurs,  

Came the  d i f f i c u l t y .  

But DeQuervain Cleverly over- 

He attached a. V-shaped pocket of waterproof black c l o t h  t o  the SUnW side of 

h i s  sledge, where i t ,would receive the d i r e c t  rays of the sun, which Was shin% 

most of the 24 hours. When the  a i r  temperature was well below freezing, thst of 

the bag was found t o  be 88 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Snow needed. 

clothing. 

Thus, he readily melted dl the 

This device demonstrates most s t r i k i n g l y  the heat advantage of dark 

(Tomorrow: How t o  Measure Snow) 
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