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D r .  Charles F. Brooks, 
S ecret  F ry  , Ameri can Meteor ologi c a l  S oci e ty  , 

t e l l s :  

HOW TO MEASURE SNO!i 

The measurement of snowfal l ,  especicl ly  i n  terms of r a i n f a l l ,  i s  of enormous 

iWXtance i n  some regions of America where much of the winter ' s  p rec ip i te t ion  is 

held f F s t  till spring. 

surement i s  one of the most d i f f i c u l t  of the usual  mpteorological observntions, 

Everywhere snowfall i s  of Considerable i n t e r e s t .  Its mea- 

great  care is required f o r  re,-sonnbly s2 t i s fac tory  r e s u l t s .  Instruct ions f o r  

the nearly 6000 observers of t h e  United StFbtes and Canadian menther services in- 

clude three measurements i n  connection with snowfa,ll: depth of each snowf311, water 

content of each snovfall ,  and t o t a l  depth of snow on the ground- 

In leve l  regions where the  snow i s  not much disturbed by t h e  wind the observer 

has a r e l a t i v e l y  easy time, f o r  he h s  but t o  use his measuring s t i c k  i n  a dozen 

Or more places ,  o r  observe the sca le  reading of a previously careful ly  placed snow- 

steke.  R. E .  Horton, of Albany, N.Y., has devised a snotvbocrd f o r  rezdy measure- 

ments of each snowfall. 

Which he l ays  on top of the o l d  snow. 

a f t e r  snoms tmith which there  has been no wind merely by measuring or  weighing and 

This i s  merely n t h i n  board covered v i t h  white c loth,  

The r a i n  equivalent i s  readi ly  obtained 

computing the  weter i n  the snow t h a t  f e l l  i n t 6  t h e  r a i n  o r  snow gauge. 

has swirled snow out of the gauge several v e r t i c a l  sections of the  new snow may be 

Cut from places There t h e  depth is average, Dnd careful ly  weighed. There t h e  Snow 

is very deep, as i n  the western mountoins, small, tubular snow-smplers a r e  common- 

l y  used. 

If wind 
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