
NO. 184 

Dec. 14 

L A Science Service Feature 

P MHYTLfEWFATHER 1 

D r .  Charles F1 ;Brooke, 
S ecretaxy, American Met8orOhgical Society, 

t e l l s  of ;  

THE FORECASTER' S VERNACULAR 

To fo l low in te l l igent ly  the da i ly  forecasts of the Weather Bureau a' howledge 

Of the meaning of the vernacular 4s necessary. 

men  the forecast  is ' lrginll i t  mean6 any kind of precipi ta t ion i n  season, whether 

ra in ,  m o w ,  sleet or  hal l ,  though the forecaster  w i l l .  specify snow when he can, 

If the fall i s  aess than one hundredth of an inch the forecast $6 considered to  

Few people fully understand i t ,  

have fa i led .  

fe ren t ia tes  as f a r  as possible, however, between the Mnds of f a i r  weather expected, 

a6 "partly cXoudytr, rfcloudy", 'funsettled", lf$vercastl', or lfthreatenfng'l, and he is  

correct if there is no r a i n  t o  measure ,01 inch, A sprinkle now end then does not 

v i t i a t e  his prophesy. The term "clenring" means thnt rain w i l l  probably f a l l  dur- 

ing  par t  of the time covered by the forecast .  

'IFairIl means only the absence of precipi ta t ion,  The forecanter dif- 

. -  

When the forecast  i s  "warrnerfl i t  means thnt the mercury w i l l  r i s e  a cer ta in  

number of degrees, varying for different semons and different  par t s  of the COW- 

t ry ,  and s imilar ly  with  cooler^^. If no ch.snge is anticipated Dnd the forecaster 

Says "not much ohange". "continued wnrml1, or "continued cool" 

be no appreciable var ia t ion up o r  dom. coming of a kold waveilpromises an 

amount of f a l l  commonly considered D S  very much colder and t o  8n unufiuallY low 

tempers ture ,  varying m i  th seas on o.nd locoli t y  . 
southern Maine t o  northern New Jersey on tbe coost  and vestwprdo t o  Nevadr? the drbp 

i t  means there will 

For the rcgiori extending f rom 

. .  

in temperature during the d n t e r  months m e t  be 20 degrees in 24 hours end t o  a 

minimum of 10 degrees sbove zoro or lower, 
---------- 

(Tomorron: Winter Storms Xove Fast) 
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