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Dr. Charles F.  Brooks, 
Secretary,  American Meteorological Society,  

t e l l s  why: 

COAST IS ViARMER THAN INLANJ 

Regions immediately bordering upon t h e  Atlant ic  Coast , and par t icu lar ly  is- 

lands and promontories, the one encircled,  the other nearly surrounded by the 

Ocean, have milder winter climates than commonly a r e  experienced inland. 

r e a s 0 n . h  the  dominating e f fec t  of extensive, r e l a t i v e l y  warm water surfaces, in- 

The , 

stead of the  c h i l l i n g  influence of snonrfields or  frozen, bare ground. Because Of 

grea t  depth and enormous amount of s tored  heat  t h e  sea  does not i n  middle 

l a t i t u d e s  cool rapidly enough t o  f a l l  t o  freezing temperature, which i n  the case 

Of salt water i s  28 degrees, instead of the  32 degrees at which fresh water cry+ 

Calli zes . 
For example, the ocean water off At lan t ic  City averages about 70 degrees i n  

Off Boston t h e  average is 60 degrees 

The winds that s t r i k e  an is- 

summer and 30 degrees or higher i n  winter. 

of thereabouts i n  summer and 30 degrees i n  winter. 

land such as Nantucket o r  Martha's Vineyard must f i rs t  pass over surfaces not ex- 

cessively cold, while i n  regions inland a l l  winds must blow over snow-covered 01 

frozen ground, both of which commonly a r e  much colder than the ocean. Therefore, 

these i s lands  have what is  known as a marine climate,  and the same is true t o  a 

l e s s e r  degree of t h e  land which l i e s  close t o  the coast .  

mid-latftpdes much of t h e  winter prec ip i ta t ion  which inland fa l ls  as snow takes 

I n  a marine climate i n  

the form of r a i n ,  and such snow as does f a l l  i s  l i k e l y  t o  melt quickly. 
__-L------ 

(Tomorrow: Refraction Shortens Polar Night) 
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