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- t e l l s  of :  

SUN DOGS AND THE HEAVENLY CROSS 

Several spectacular optical  phenomena sometimes accompany the solar  o r  lunar 

halo or occur Fviwout them, among them the sun dogs, p i l l a r  of l i gh t ,  and the  

"heavenly crossl*. 

the presence of i ce  crystals  i n  the air, usually at the same tifie a9 c i r rus  Cloud8 

herald the approaching storm. 

The i n i t i a l  cause seems t o  be much the  same for  a l l  of these, 

sun dogs a re  bright spots seen at e i ther  s ide  of sun or  moon, more often i n .  

minter than i n  summer, on a c i r c l e  of 22 degrees of which sun or moon is the ten- 

t e r .  They often have the colors of the corona tvith red predominating. 

Occasionally a ver t ica l  column of sheen extends 

perhaps more often,  the moon, and this i s  known as a 

also be seen a horizontal bar of sheen, t o  form with 

above and belov the sun, or 

l ight p i l l a r .  More rarely may 

the pillar the "heavenly 

Cross''. f t  W be of any color, from white t o  red, its color being always that  of 

the sun, and i8 sometimes seen a t  sunrise or sunset. The phenomenyb be duplir 

cated by looking at the sun through a polished copper screen-neeting from a dis- 

tance of 20 f ee t .  I n  the slcy the c a s e  is evidently the ref lect ion of the rays 

of moon or sun on the ve r t i ca l  sides and horizontal faces of columnar crpstals.  

(Tomorrow: Ice Flowers) 
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