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? WHY THEVEATHER 1 
ar.  Charles F. Brooks, 

of Clark University, 
di  6 cus 8 es : 

WmN RIVERS ARg FULL, WINTER COMES 

There is a proverb i n  the  northeastern Unitdd States  t o  the e f fec t  that "when 

r ivers  and swamps a r e  f u l l ,  wintef comes," 

never starts i n  a f t e r  a dfy autumn before copious rains  have soaked €he ground. 

This inpression is not i n f a l l i b l e ,  however, as there  a r e  instances on record con- 

t r a r y  t o  i t .  

It is the common impression that winter 

The conditions i n  the l a s t  three months of 1923 can be taken as a 

typical  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of the ra t iona le  of such a proverb, 

weather prevailed gonerally i n  t h e  eastern United S ta tes  and eastern Canada u n t i l  

l a t e  i n  November. 

Unusually dry, quiet 

Then a quick procession of heavy r a i n  storms developed which, i n  

the course of two weeks, provided a b u n h t  r a i n f a l l  over large areas and thoroughly 

prepared the ground i n  the  proverbial  manner f o r  the coming of winter. 

The onset of these storms with t h e i r  r a i n f a l l  seems t o  have been d e f i n i t e l r  

connected with the establishment of a s t rong temperature gradient between the in- 

t e r i o r  of the continent and the r e l a t i v e l y  w a r m  Gulf of Mexico and Gulf Stream. 

Usually such a gradient and such storminess become w a l l  es tabl ished by the end of 

October. This year,  however, owing, apparently, t o  unusual coolness of the wa to rg  

of the western At lan t ic  the cont ras t  suf f ic ien t  f o r  storms d i d  not become estab- 

l ished u n t i l  the  i n t e r i o r  had cooled mort? than wual. 

dry f a l l  followed by a wet s p e l l  and then by winter weether as the  flows of cold air 

from the northern i n t e r i o r  of our continent spread over tho eastern United S t a t e s ,  

Thus the northeast had a 

Somewhat the same s i t u a t i o n  prevailed i n  the Pac i f ic  S t a t e s ,  and, although 

there  were some unusually e a r l y  snows i n  the Sier rae ,  the  weather was generally 

mild and dry u n t i l  e a r l y  i n  December. -..-------* 
(Tomorrow: Weather Healthful Last Quarter 1923, 
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