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Jan. 4 ? WHY THE WEATHER 7
Dr. Charles F. Brooke,

of Clark University,
tells of:

THE JANUARY THAW

The Jamuary thaw is 80 named because in moét years the‘first real tHaw of
Winter comes in that‘month. There has been a cold wind, probablybaccompanied by
8now or an ice storm. Next a rise in temperafure is experienced, and a southerly
wind arrives aloft, causing several hours of fog. Finally the damp, warm, south
wind reaches the ground.

The wind does not lap up the moisture of the snow surface as is commonly sup-
posed. The contrary is the case. Instead of increasing its own moisture content,
the wind becomes drier, for it leaves its moisture behind it, condensed on the snow,
Just as dew is deposited from warm moist air on the cooler ground. And in dondens-
ing it gives forth heat, which takes effect in increasing the melting of the snow
into water, which rune off in streams. As a rule a January thaw, and the thaws

which come afterward in February and March, continue uninterrup¥ed but one or two

days, ending as an area of high pressure brings with it cold air which lowers the

temperature to wintry levels.,

(Tomorrow: Chinook, the Snow-eater)
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