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SiTOV IS MOSTLY A I 2  

Even a heavy snoivstorm does not represent a great  mount of water. The 

usual reckoning of newly f a l l e n  morn i s  one inch of mater tcr 10 OF 12 inches of 

snow. Snov i s  very 

largely a i r ,  varying f r o m  three  p a r t s  of a i r  t o  one of i ce  c r y s t a l s . / a  proportion 

Of 30 t o  one, 

nearly a s o l i d  sheet of i c e  the  proportion of a i r  decreeses very mch,  SO that the 

water content per  cubic inch i s  much greater .  

ski6 can roughly gauge the volume of air i n  snow by the depth t o  r3ich he sinks 

i n t o  the surface. On nevly f a l l e n  snow i n  the f a r  north and on high mountain' 

slopes the Fceb of the snowshoe must be of large area t o  support a man, merely 

because the snow contains s o  much of a i r  and s o  l i t t l e  of ice .  

&hen the sno-v i s  l ight and f1xff;r the r a t i o  i s  even greLter. 
t o  

This is  for newly fa l len  snow. Ar, i t  nats  do'm and becomes more 

The snowshoer or the t r s v e l l e r  on 
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