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Dr. Charles F. Brooks,

of Clavk University,
tells o

MEDICINE HAT, "OOLD_WAVE_FACTORT!

Medicine Hat, a little city in scutheast Llberta, 2,144 feet above sea level
and 300 miles east of the Recky Mountains, has long been known as the "Cold Wave
Factory". It chances to have & name that appeals to popular fancy, and alco is
most favorably situated for pronounted weather changes. I%s eitremes.of tempera-
ture are astonishing, frem 51 degress belom zero to 108 degrees above. Its
chinooks are famous; the temperature in winter having risen 70 or 80 degrees in a
few hours, causing the snow to disappear.miraculously. Bat the town is not a
"cold wave factory". |

The common Alberta type of storm firsi comes uuder ¢bservaticn in that pro-

vince, but it may at times originate much farther north. It eniers civilization

where Medicine Hat is one of the first weather stations to feel it. The wide-
Spreading‘Norther; which often pereirates with iis icy chill into the Gulf States,
uvsvally comes down through Albderta, and so also meny of the cold waves affecting
the eastern United States break first over the stztions in the Capadian Northwest.
Even though the cold air that flows over Medicine Hat can affect but a small strip
of countr&, the occurrence of a ccld wave in that region is a warning to eastérn

North Americans that other, unchartcd cold air messes may soon appear farther east.
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