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TXE POLAR FRONT 

'%en a lo-r pressure am& i s  pessing and the  colder yes t  o r  northnost r i n d  

It 
\ 

a r r i v e s ,  heralding fa i r  -eather, -c may say t h a t  the polar f ron t  has come- 

simply means that the b l a s t  i h i c h  originatod i n  accumulations of a i r  i n  the f a r  

north has s t r u c k u s ,  i t s  f ron t  as tanqiblc i n  i t s  nag e6 t h a t  of a :avo of r a t e r .  

One hundrGd years ago storms ;ere considered t o  be the r e s u l t  of a ncver- 

ending conf l i c t  between polar end equatorial  a i r  streams Later,  meteorologists 

almost forgot th i s  idea,  but i n  r w e n t  years i t  has a&n ?.on an i rqor tan t  placG 

i n  mctcorological thought. 

the  po la r  f r o n t ,  o r  the boundary bet-een po la r  and cqua to r i a l  air streams, and 

passas us cvor:J t ime  there is a sudden change t o  varmer o r  colder.  

instance,  the p o l a r  f r o n t  is in r e t r e a t  before the onslauThts of an equatorial  a i r  

stream, mhile i n  the l a t t e r ,  the polar  sir stream is advancing i n t o  thc e*:uatorial 

o m .  Somctin~es, howevw, there  is  a change only f ron ,  humid t o  dly a i r ,  o r  vice 

The b a t t l e  of the .;i%ds takes p l scc  on vhat i s  ca l l ed  

I n  thc f i r s t  

vorsa, without e tmpcsaturc! change. 

(Timorr0-.7: The ',;inter Thunderstorn) 
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