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Stiscusses: 

Every snowflake as well as every raindrop has i t s  e l e c t r i c i t y .  During snow- 

s torms  d e l i c a t e  e l e c t r i c a l  instruments shotr g rea t  changes i n  e l e c t r i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  

even f r o m  minute t o  minute. Thig may be p a r t l y  from f r i c t i o n  of co l l id ing  f lakes ,  

O r  of snv- driv 'ng along: the  g r m d ,  but i t  e p e a r s  l i k e l y  tha t  i t  i s  ch ief ly  o-irirg 

t o  the f r a c t u r i n g  of f l akes ,  corresponding t o  the e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  of s p l i t t i n g  

raindrops. 

When s n o ~  forms i n  an upward current of eppreciable ve loc i ty ,  only *the l a rges t  

As iyi'th breaking rain- and densest f l akes  may make appreciable progress carthTard. 

drops i n  an upnard wind, i t  aeems probable t h a t  v i t h  eny brealcege of snomflakes 

t h e  heavier f ra ,Tents ,  f a l l i n g  lov i n  the cloU8, p i l l  carry an excess o f ' pus i t i ve  

e l ec t rons ,  while the l i g h t e r  fragments, reinaining above, n i l 1  car ry  more of the 

negative e lec t rons .  

As t h e  breakape of snorrflekes occurs much l e s s  rehdily th&n tha t  of orer- 

s i zed  raindrops, and Eince the  r e l a t i v e  r a t e s  of f a l l  of l a rge r  and ma l l e r  snov 

fragments do not d i f f e r  so much a5 those of raindrops, there  is i n  r i c t e r  but 

r a r e l y  a degree of e l e c t r i c a l  separation that i s  s o  common i n  sunr'er. 

thunderstorms a r e  rare. 
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