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There i s  no surer vay t o  apprec i a t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i c s  of fo recas t ing  than  t o  t r y  

a hand at the  game Take the da,i ly :?leather mal) and make your own f o r e c a s t .  Each 

morning t h e  map v i t h  i t s  t a b l e  shows mhat t he  weather was a t  8 a.m., Eastern  Stand- 

ard Tirne, and summarizes the  condi t ions  of tho  preceding  24 hours ,  

I f  you wish t o  compete with t h e  o f f i c i a l  f o r e c a s t e r  f i r s t  look at the weather 

From the  s i z e  of s i t u a t i o n  t o  t h e  northwest ,  west ,  o r  southwest of your l o c a t i o n *  

an approaching r a i n y  o r  fair  arm, one can see not  only t o  s o m  ex ten t  why t h e  fore-  

c a s t e r  is l i k e l y  t o  bo right, b u t  a l s o  what the weather may be  a f t e r  t h e  pe r iod  Cove1 

ea. Such simple approximate rules as t h e  fo l lowing  may be h e l p f u l  i n  us ing  weather 

maps : 

1. Geathcr moves genzra1l.y from west t o  ea.st in our l a t i t u d e s ,  because the  p r e -  

va. i l ing winds a r e  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  

2. ISig$ p r e s s u r e  areas a r e  l i k e l y  t o  move toward t h o  southeas t  and l o a  ones 

toward t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  The dense air of a h igh  tends  t o  spread  con t inua l ly  southyvard 

under t h e  warmer, l ighter a i r  of a low and t o  d i s p l a c e  i t  nor thnard .  

3. A low tends  t o  fo l low t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the isotherm (equal  temperature l i n e ;  

Pass ing  through i t s  cen te r .  This is  l a r g e l y  because tviuds a l o f t  a r e  about p a r a l l e l  

t o  t h e  surface isotherms.  

4. Warm areas f avor  lows, and cold a r e a s ,  h ighs .  In winter  lows a r e  l i k e l y  t o  

choose a pa th  over t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  warm Groat Lakes and S t .  Lawrence Valley.  

ly i n  a l l  cool  months warm waters  of the  Gulf Stream and Gulf of hkxico favor t h e  

Similar-  

development and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of lows, w h i l u  t h e  co ld  no r the rn  i n t e r i o r  produces 
many highs I ---”-..-..-- 

(Tomorrow: Measuring Hiunidity in \Tinter)  
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